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(57) ABSTRACT

The present invention provides a miniature gas sensor,
which comprises a gas sensor chip. The gas sensor chip
includes a hollow structure on the back. An insulating layer
is disposed below the sensing material. A miniature heating
device is disposed surrounding the sensing material. The
sensing material is adhered to the sensing electrodes. The
sensing material includes two metal oxide semiconductors
or a compound structure of the sensing layer having a metal
oxide semiconductor and a reaction layer with a rough
surface. An interface layer is sandwiched between the two
metal oxide layers for increasing the efficiency in sensing
gas. The gas sensor according to the present invention can be
implemented on silicon substrate with hollow structures. In
addition, the size of the chip can be miniaturized.

22 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets
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1
MINIATURE GAS SENSOR

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to a gas sensor and
the method for manufacturing the same, and particularly to
a miniature gas sensor and the method for manufacturing the
same.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Following the evolution path of social commercialization
and industrialization, increasing indoor space is utilized and
more carriers are used for satisfying people’s needs in rest,
work, and commute. Nonetheless, when people are situated
in closed indoor space, accumulation of hazardous gas will
occur due to air noncirculation. At best, the living quality of
the people in the space will be affected. At worst, it may hurt
human bodies directly. In general, when the indoor concen-
tration of carbon dioxide is below 1,000 ppm, it is consid-
ered normal and the air circulation is good. As the indoor
concentration of carbon dioxide is raised to 1,000 ppm~2,
000 ppm, oxygen is insufficient. People may feel tired and
become anxious. When the indoor concentration of carbon
dioxide is further increased above 5,000 ppm, anoxia may
occur, leading to permanent brain injury, coma, or even
death. In actual daily measurement, owing to insufficient air
exchange of the indoor air conditioner or excessive number
of people in the space, the actual measurement of carbon
dioxide concentration can reach around 2,000 ppm~3,000
ppm, which is a condition making people feel drowsy or
slight uncomfortable. In a further action for controlling the
indoor concentration of carbon dioxide is not performed, it
may continue to rise. Then the people in the space are
exposed to danger.

On the other hand, carbon monoxide is the gas requiring
more monitoring and control in our daily lives. Carbon
monoxide is a colorless and smell-less chemical formed by
incomplete combustion of carbon-containing substances.
Thereby, the incomplete combustion of fuel gas or motor-
cycle exhaust makes people to be exposed to carbon mon-
oxide in the living environment. Because the affinity of
hemoglobins with carbon monoxide is higher than with
oxygen by two to three hundred times, when a human
inhales carbon monoxide, it will compete with the oxygen in
the body for the possibility of combining with hemoglobins.
It replaces oxygen and combines with hemoglobins. The
oxygen level in human blood decreases. People will lose
consciousness, become stuporous gradually without notice
and eventually die owing to heart and brain damages. Given
the threat on lives of carbon monoxide, early detection of
increases in carbon monoxide in closed space becomes a
crucial subject.

The current commercial gas sensors are mainly infrared
gas sensors. The infrared supplies energy for exciting gas
and producing changes in temperature, displacement, or
frequency. According to the absorption of infrared by gas
and detecting the characteristic absorption peaks, the type
and concentration of gas can be judged. Although the
accuracy sensing gas using infrared is high, it is sensitive to
ambient temperature. Besides, due to its large size, high cost,
and difficulty in miniaturization, the promotion of infrared
gas sensors is challenging.

In addition, there is another gas sensor that detects gas by
using semiconductors. Metal-oxide materials are sintered to
form semiconductors. By keeping the heater at a high
temperature, semiconductor metal oxides contact an inflam-
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mable gas. Once the resistance is related to the gas concen-
tration, the detection for carbon monoxide can be achieved.
Although the device is simple for monitoring, the circuitry
is vulnerable to temperature and humidity. Besides, the
accuracy of the sensor is also vulnerable to the thermoelec-
tric effect of semiconductors.

Based on the above description, it is understood that the
detection of gas concentration is closely related to the safety
of indoor space. Unfortunately, current commercial gas
sensors are limited in functions. Accordingly, how to pro-
vide a miniature and accurate gas sensor has become the
major technical challenge in the field.

SUMMARY

An objective of the present invention is to provide a
miniature gas sensor, which is small, sensitive, and appli-
cable to various closed space, portable devices, or vehicles.

Another objective of the present invention is to provide a
miniature gas sensor. The sensing materials used in the
miniature gas sensor are highly sensitive so that the required
sensing temperature of the sensing layer is be lowered
effectively and hence avoiding bad influences of heat in the
sensing process.

A further objective of the present invention is to provide
a method for manufacturing a miniature gas sensor. By using
the method, sensing materials can be coated to a substrate
with excellent adhesion and thickness control.

In order to achieve the above objectives, the present
invention discloses a miniature gas sensor, which comprises
a substrate, a dielectric layer, and a sensing layer. The
dielectric layer is disposed on the substrate, and includes a
heating device and two electrodes. The sensing layer is
disposed on the heating device and connected with the two
electrodes. Besides, the sensing layer includes a metal oxide
layer and a reaction layer. The reaction layer is disposed on
the metal oxide layer. The surface of the reaction layer is a
rough surface.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
heating device and the two electrodes can be further dis-
posed on the dielectric layer.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
substrate is a discontinuous structure such that the dielectric
layer is disposed on the substrate with hollow portions and
producing a heat dissipating region not contacting directly
with the substrate.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
material of the reaction layer is selected from the group
consisting of lanthanum carbonate and nanometer gold.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
material of the metal oxide layer is selected from the group
consisting of tungsten oxide, zinc oxide, and tin oxide.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
material of the heating device is selected from the group
consisting of titanium, platinum, silver, and tantalum.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
material of the dielectric layer is selected from the group
consisting of silicon nitride, silicon oxide, or silicon oxyni-
tride.

In order to achieve the above objectives, the present
invention further discloses a miniature gas sensor, which is
a semiconductor gas sensor comprising a substrate, a dielec-
tric layer, a heating device, two electrodes, and a sensing
layer. The sensing layer is disposed on the heating device
and connected with the two electrodes. In addition, the
sensing layer includes a first metal oxide layer and a second
metal oxide layer. The second metal oxide layer is disposed
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on the first metal oxide layer. The materials of the first and
second metal oxide layers are tin oxide and tungsten oxide,
respectively.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
surface of the second metal oxide layer is a rough surface.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
heating device and the two electrodes can be further dis-
posed on the dielectric layer; the material of the heating
device is selected from the group consisting of titanium,
gold, platinum, silver, and tantalum.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
substrate is a discontinuous structure such that the dielectric
layer is disposed on the substrate with hollow portions and
producing a heat dissipating region not contacting directly
with the substrate.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, a
reaction layer is further disposed on the sensing layer.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
heating device and the two electrodes can be further dis-
posed on the dielectric layer.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
material of the dielectric layer is selected from the group
consisting of silicon nitride, silicon oxide, or silicon oxyni-
tride.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
first metal oxide layer further includes a nanometer metal
layer on the surface.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, an
interface layer is sandwiched between the first and second
metal oxide layers.

According to an embodiment of the present invention,
after thermal diffusion and phase change reactions with the
tungsten oxide and zinc oxide of the first and second metal
oxide layers, the interface layer forms a mixture having
tungsten oxide and zinc oxide.

In order to achieve the above objectives, the present
invention further discloses a miniature gas sensor, which is
a semiconductor gas sensor comprising a substrate, one or
more dielectric layer, and a sensing layer. The one or more
dielectric layer is disposed on the substrate and includes a
heating device and two electrodes. The sensing layer is
disposed on the heating device and connected with the two
electrodes. Besides, the sensing layer is formed by one or
more first metal oxide layer. The stress of the dielectric layer
is between 1 MPa and 20 MPa.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
material of the sensing layer is zinc oxide or tungsten oxide.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
material of the dielectric layer is selected from the group
consisting of silicon nitride, silicon oxide, or silicon oxyni-
tride.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
surface of the second metal oxide layer is a rough surface.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
first metal oxide layer further includes a nanometer metal
layer on the surface.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
material of the nanometer metal layer is selected from the
group consisting of titanium, gold, platinum, silver, palla-
dium, and tantalum.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
thickness of the dielectric layer is between 2000 and 25000
angstroms.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a side exploded view according to a
preferred embodiment of the present invention;

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

FIG. 2 shows a cross-sectional view according to another
preferred embodiment of the present invention;

FIGS. 3A to 3C show schematic diagrams of the perfor-
mance of the gas sensor according to a preferred embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 4 shows a side exploded view according to the
second embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5 shows a cross-sectional view according to the
second embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 6 shows a schematic diagram of the performance of
the gas sensor according to the second embodiment of the
present invention; and

FIG. 7 shows a cross-sectional view according to the third
embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In order to make the structure and characteristics as well
as the effectiveness of the present invention to be further
understood and recognized, the detailed description of the
present invention is provided as follows along with embodi-
ments and accompanying figures.

According to the present invention, a novel miniature gas
sensor is provided to solve the problem of large size, high
price, difficulty in miniaturization, and inaccuracy in current
gas sensors. By using a semiconductor structure as the basis
for the miniature gas sensor, the volume of a gas sensor can
be reduced effectively and thus improving its utilization. In
addition, the present invention includes a reaction layer,
which adopts lanthanum carbonate or nanometer gold as the
sensing material for the semiconductor gas sensor. Alterna-
tively, the present invention includes two metal oxide layers,
which adopts zinc oxide or tungsten oxide as the sensing
material for the semiconductor gas sensor. Thereby, different
gases can be sensed. Moreover, the sensitivity of the gas
sensor can be enhanced, and hence improving the accuracy
of the gas sensor.

Accordingly, the present invention provides a novel min-
iature gas sensor using a semiconductor gas sensor as the
basis. The semiconductor structure includes a heating
device. By disposing a sensing layer on the heating device,
the lanthanum carbonate or nanometer gold in the reaction
layer of the sensing layer contacts the gas, reacts, and
generates ionized electrons. Because the reaction of lantha-
num carbonate or nanometer gold with gas is extremely
sensitive, the potential changes can be measured by the
heating device easily. Then the gas concentration can be
estimated according to the resistance changes. Hence, high-
sensitivity detection can be achieved.

In the following, the components and properties of the
miniature gas sensor according to the present invention will
be further described.

Please refer to FIG. 1, which shows a side exploded view
according to a preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion. As shown in the figure, the present invention provides
a substrate 10 and a dielectric layer 20. The dielectric layer
20 is disposed on the substrate 10 and includes a heating
device 30 and two electrodes 40. Next, a sensing layer 50 is
disposed on the heating device 30 and connected with the
two electrodes 40. The sensing layer 50 includes a first metal
oxide layer 510 and a reaction layer 520. The reaction layer
520 is disposed on the first metal oxide layer 510. The
surface of the reaction layer 520 is a rough surface 515 for
increasing the contact area for sensing gas and reaction
efficiency.
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Base on the above sensor, by providing different materials
for the reaction layer 520, the gas sensor according to the
present invention can sense different gasses, as described in
the following.

When the material of the reaction layer 520 in the
miniature gas sensor according to the present invention is
lanthanum carbonate, carbon dioxide can be detected. When
the oxygen ions (O*7) in the air reacts with high-concentra-
tion carbon dioxide, carbonate ions (CO,>7) will be formed,
as shown in Equation 1. At this moment, the carbonate ions
will contact and react with the lanthanum carbonate in the
reaction layer 520 to produce lanthanum carbonate, oxygen,
carbon dioxide, and ionized electrons, as shown in Equation
2. Then the ionized electrons will increase the surface
conductivity of the sensing layer 50 and reduce the resis-
tivity. Because the resistance will drop as the ambient
concentration of carbon dioxide increases, the ambient con-
centration of carbon dioxide can be estimated according to
the change in resistance and thus achieving the purpose of
the gas sensor. In addition, as the concentration of carbon
dioxide in the air drops, the concentration of carbonate ions
in the environment is insufficient to react with the lanthanum
carbonate in the reaction layer 520 for producing electrons.
Then, the ionized electrons in the sensing layer 50 during the
sensing process will return to the reaction layer 520, and the
resistance of the sensor will recover to the initial condition
for next sensing of gas concentration.

CO+0?"—=C042~ (Equation 1)

La,0,C03+C03%"—=La,0,C03+420,+CO,+2¢~ (Equation 2)

Furthermore, when the material of the reaction layer 520
in the miniature gas sensor according to the present inven-
tion is nanometer gold, carbon monoxide can be detected. As
carbon monoxide is introduced and the temperature is
raised, carbon monoxide will be decomposed into carbon
dioxide and ionized electrons, as shown in Equation 3. The
ionized electrons will increase the surface conductivity of
the sensing layer 50 and reduce the resistivity. Likewise,
because the resistance will drop as the ambient concentra-
tion increases, the ambient concentration of carbon monox-
ide can be detected effectively

CO+O* —=CO,+2e” Equation 3
> q

The substrate 10 in the miniature gas sensor according to
the present invention is used for carrying the semiconductor
miniature gas sensor. To maintain the fundamental physical
properties of substrate material during the manufacturing
process, the substrate material with stability in high-tem-
perature ambient is selected. In addition, to avoid influences
of substrate material on the conductivity of the overall chip
structure and misleading the conductivity of gas sensing, the
substrate material is non-conductive. Based on the above
properties, the substrate 10 provided by the present inven-
tion can be further selected from the group consisting of
glass, silicon, and quartz.

The dielectric layer 20 in the miniature gas sensor accord-
ing to the present invention is used for electrical isolation for
the multilayer structure of semiconductor and increasing the
sensing efficiency of the miniature gas sensor. The material
of the dielectric layer 20 is an insulator in most cases. When
an external electric field is applied, the electrons, ions, or
molecules therein will be polarized and thus increasing the
electrical capacity of the miniature gas sensor. Based on the
above property, the dielectric layer 20 provided by the
present invention can be further selected from the group
consisting of silicon nitride, silicon oxide, and silicon oxyni-
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tride. Preferably, silicon nitride and silicon oxide are
adopted and silicon nitride is coated on silicon oxide.

The dielectric layer 20 according to the present invention
includes a heating device 30 and two electrodes 40 buried in
the dielectric layer 20. Alternatively, they can be disposed on
the dielectric layer 20 directly. The heating device 30 is
connected with a power supply for receiving the electric
power from the power supply and converting it to heat for
the gas sensor according to the present invention. To supply
stable heat, the material of the heating device 30 according
to the present invention is mainly noble metals. Based on the
above properties, the material of the heating device 30 is
selected from the group consisting of titanium, platinum,
gold, silver, and tantalum. In addition, the two electrodes 40
are electrically isolated from the heating device 30 and
connected with the sensing layer 50 for measuring the
changes in current and voltage of the sensing layer 50
produced by reactions and thus judging the ambient gas
concentration.

The sensing layer 50 in the miniature gas sensor accord-
ing to the present invention is used for contact and react with
the target gas in the monitored environment. When the target
gas contacts and reacts with the material of the sensing layer
50, the produced ionized electrons will change the potential
of the sensing layer 50 and producing current. The two
electrodes 40 connected with the sensing layer 50 perform
measurement for sensing the gas. The sensing layer 50
includes a first metal oxide layer 510 and a reaction layer
520. The material of the reaction layer 520 and the reaction
with the target gas have been described in the above. Hence,
the details will not be repeated. In addition, the first metal
oxide layer 510 according to the present invention is used as
a conductor for conducting electrons. To make the function
of transporting electrons more rapidly and agilely, the first
metal oxide layer 510 according to the present invention
adopts a single material. Based on the above description, the
first metal oxide layer 510 according to the present invention
is selected from the group consisting of tungsten oxide, zinc
oxide, and tin oxide. The material of tungsten oxide can be
tungsten trioxide (WO,); the material of tin oxide can be tin
dioxide (SnO,).

Please refer to FIG. 2, which shows a cross-sectional view
according to another preferred embodiment of the present
invention. As shown in the figure, the substrate 10 of the gas
sensor is a discontinuous structure. By using the design, the
dielectric layer 20 is disposed on the substrate 10 with
hollow portions and producing a heat dissipating region 201
not contacting directly with the substrate 10. Thanks to the
heat dissipating region 201, while the dielectric layer 20 is
sensing gas, the heat generated by the heating device 30 can
be regulated effectively and avoiding the overall temperature
of the gas sensor from being too high. Consequently, the
thermal electric effect can be reduced and the measurement
stability and accuracy of the gas sensor can be enhanced.

In the following, embodiments are disclosed for describ-
ing the technical contents, characteristics, and results of the
present invention. Nonetheless, the scope of the present
invention is not limited to the embodiments.

Embodiment 1: Property Test on
Lanthanum-Compound Miniature Gas Sensor

Please refer to FIG. 3A, which shows a schematic dia-
gram of sensing time and resistance change while sensing
carbon dioxide using a lanthanum-compound miniature gas
sensor according to the present invention. As shown in the
figure, in the first 120 seconds, the ambient concentration of
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carbon dioxide is 600 ppm. In the next 10 minutes, the
ambient concentration of carbon dioxide is increased seven
times. Each time, the ambient concentration of carbon
dioxide is increased by 400 ppm. Observe the resistance
change in the lanthanum-compound miniature gas sensor.
According to the figure, each time the ambient concentration
of carbon dioxide is increased, the resistance of the gas
sensor will drop rapidly to a stable value. The stable value
is maintained until the next increase of ambient concentra-
tion of carbon dioxide. The difference between the initial
and final resistances can reach 60,000 ohm. It is apparent
that the sensing capability if the gas sensor is stable and its
sensing range is broad. Finally, when the supply of carbon
diode is stopped and the ambient concentration of carbon
dioxide is recovered to the initial condition, the resistance of
the gas sensor can be recovered to the initial value in a short
time. In addition, the recovered initial value is almost
identical to the one prior to sensing. Consequently, the
measurement stability of the gas sensor is high.

Please refer to FIG. 3B, which shows a comparison chart
between the measurement result of the lanthanum-com-
pound miniature gas sensor and the carbon dioxide sensor
according to the prior art. The square points represent the
results of a commercial carbon dioxide sensor; the circle
points represent the results of the lanthanum-compound
miniature gas sensor according to the present invention. As
shown in the figure, the gas sensor provided by the present
invention can sense a larger range of carbon-dioxide con-
centration; it is also more accurate. Apparently, the lantha-
num-compound miniature gas sensor according to the pres-
ent invention can make breakthrough in the technical
challenges and provide a more sensitive and effective gas
sensor for carbon dioxide.

Embodiment 2: Property Test on
Lanthanum-Compound Miniature Gas Sensor

Please refer to FIG. 3C, which shows a trend chart
between power and sensitivity for the nanometer-gold min-
iature gas sensor according to the present invention under
different annealing conditions in a carbon monoxide ambi-
ent. As shown in the figure, when the gold-containing metal
layer is not annealed, namely, when the time is at 0 second,
because the gold-containing metal layer will not form nano-
meter gold dots, as the miniature gas sensor operates and the
heating power increases, the capability of sensing gas will
not increase. In addition, other gas sensors prepared by
different annealing times own similar trends of resistance
change. Nonetheless, the miniature gas sensor with anneal-
ing time of 30 second own the greatest sensitivity (~35%);
its change trend is more stable than those with 15 and 60
seconds of annealing time. Obviously, the distribution of
nanometer gold dots is the most complete and appropriate
for absorbing more carbon monoxide. Besides, in the mea-
surement range, nanometer gold dots can give the highest
and most accurate values.

Next, please refer to FIG. 4, which shows a side exploded
view according to the second embodiment of the present
invention. As shown in the figure, the present invention
provides a substrate 10 and a dielectric layer 20. The
dielectric layer 20 is disposed on the substrate 10 and
includes a heating device 30 and two electrodes 40. A
sensing layer 50 is disposed on the heating device 30 and
connected with the two electrodes 40. The sensing layer 50
is formed by a first metal oxide layer 510 and a second metal
oxide layer 530. The first metal oxide layer 510 is disposed
on the second metal oxide layer 530. In addition, an interface
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layer 535 is further sandwiched between the first and second
metal oxide layers 510, 530. The first and second metal
layers 510, 530 are annealed at 400~600 degrees. After
thermal diffusion and phase change, the junction between
the first and second metal oxide layers 510, 530 are ther-
mally processed to form the interface layer 535 between the
first and second metal oxide layers 510, 530 with a thickness
of 20~80 nanometers approximately.

The material of the first metal oxide layer 510 is tungsten
oxide; the material of the second metal oxide layer 530 is tin
oxide. The material of the first and second metal oxide layers
510, 530 according to the present invention is selected from
the group consisting of tungsten oxide, zinc oxide, and tin
oxide. The material of tungsten oxide can be tungsten
trioxide (WO,); the material of tin oxide can be tin dioxide
(SnO,). The surface of the first metal oxide layer 510 is a
rough surface 515 for increasing the contact area for sensing
gas and reaction efficiency. The first and second metal oxide
layers 510, 530 form the sensing layer 50. The thickness of
the sensing layer 50 is 0.1~2 um. The structure of the above
two metal oxide layers is used for sensing the concentration
of ammonia. A nanometer metal layer 60 can be added
thereon for catalyzing the surface of the sensing layer 50 and
thus increasing the reaction efficiency. Alternatively, the
second metal oxide layer 530 can further includes the
reaction layer 520 for increasing the detection efficient for
gas. When the material of the reaction layer 520 in the
miniature gas sensor according to the present invention is
lanthanum carbonate, carbon dioxide can be detected. When
the oxygen ions (O*") in the air reacts with high-concentra-
tion carbon dioxide, carbonate ions (CO,;>7) will be formed.
At this moment, the carbonate ions will contact and react
with the lanthanum carbonate in the reaction layer 520 to
produce lanthanum carbonate, oxygen, carbon dioxide, and
ionized electrons. Then the ionized electrons will increase
the surface conductivity of the sensing layer 50 and reduce
the resistivity. Because the resistance will drop as the
ambient concentration of carbon dioxide increases, the
ambient concentration of carbon dioxide can be estimated
according to the change in resistance and thus achieving the
purpose of the gas sensor. Besides, the interface layer 535
according to the present embodiment is formed between the
first metal oxide layer 510, which is tungsten oxide, and the
second metal oxide layer 530, which is tin oxide, by thermal
treatment. By analyzing the vertical elements between the
first and second metal oxide layers 510, 530 using secondary
ion mass spectrometry (SIMS), the existence of the interface
layer 535 having two compounds is verified. The two
compounds include tungsten oxide and tin oxide with a
thickness of 20~80 nm approximately. Thanks to the inter-
face layer 535, the first and second metal oxide layers 510,
530 are combined more closely. It also facilitates conduction
of electrons to the electrode 40 at the bottom layer. With the
conduction of the interface layer 535, the concentration of
ammonia can be detected more effectively.

The substrate 10 in the miniature gas sensor according to
the present invention is used for carrying the semiconductor
miniature gas sensor. To maintain the fundamental physical
properties of substrate material during the manufacturing
process, the substrate material with stability in high-tem-
perature ambient is selected. In addition, to avoid influences
of substrate material on the conductivity of the overall chip
structure and misleading the conductivity of gas sensing, the
substrate material is non-conductive. Based on the above
properties, the substrate 10 provided by the present inven-
tion can be further selected from the group consisting of
glass, silicon, and quartz.
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The dielectric layer 20 in the miniature gas sensor accord-
ing to the present invention is used for electrical isolation for
the multilayer structure of semiconductor and increasing the
sensing efficiency of the miniature gas sensor. The material
of the dielectric layer 20 is an insulator in most cases. When
an external electric field is applied, the electrons, ions, or
molecules therein will be polarized and thus increasing the
electrical capacity of the miniature gas sensor. Based on the
above property, the dielectric layer 20 provided by the
present invention can be further selected from the group
consisting of silicon nitride, silicon oxide, and silicon oxyni-
tride. Preferably, silicon nitride and silicon oxide are
adopted and silicon nitride is coated on silicon oxide.

The dielectric layer 20 according to the present invention
includes a heating device 30 and two electrodes 40 buried in
the dielectric layer 20. Alternatively, they can be disposed on
the dielectric layer 20 directly. The heating device 30 is
connected with a power supply for receiving the electric
power from the power supply and converting it to heat for
the gas sensor according to the present invention. To supply
stable heat, the material of the heating device 30 according
to the present invention is mainly noble metals. Based on the
above properties, the material of the heating device 30 is
selected from the group consisting of titanium, platinum,
gold, silver, and tantalum. In addition, the two electrodes 40
are electrically isolated from the heating device 30 and
connected with the sensing layer 50 for measuring the
changes in current and voltage of the sensing layer 50
produced by reactions and thus judging the ambient gas
concentration.

The sensing layer 50 in the miniature gas sensor accord-
ing to the present invention is used for contact and react with
the target gas in the monitored environment. When the target
gas contacts and reacts with the material of the sensing layer
50, the produced ionized electrons will change the potential
of the sensing layer 50 and producing current. The two
electrodes 40 connected with the sensing layer 50 perform
measurement for sensing the gas. The sensing layer 50
includes a first metal oxide layer 510 and a reaction layer
520. The material of the reaction layer 520 and the reaction
with the target gas have been described in the above. Hence,
the details will not be repeated. In addition, the first metal
oxide layer 510 according to the present invention is used as
a conductor for conducting electrons. To make the function
of transporting electrons more rapidly and agilely, the first
metal oxide layer 510 according to the present invention
adopts a single material. Based on the above description, the
first metal oxide layer 510 according to the present invention
is selected from the group consisting of tungsten oxide, zinc
oxide, and tin oxide. The material of tungsten oxide can be
tungsten trioxide (WO,); the material of tin oxide can be tin
dioxide (SnO,).

Please refer to FIG. 5, which shows a cross-sectional view
according to the second embodiment of the present inven-
tion. As shown in the figure, the substrate 10 of the gas
sensor is a discontinuous structure. By using the design, the
dielectric layer 20 is disposed on the substrate 10 with
hollow portions and producing a heat dissipating region 201
not contacting directly with the substrate 10. Thanks to the
heat dissipating region 201, while the dielectric layer 20 is
sensing gas, the heat generated by the heating device 30 can
be regulated effectively and avoiding the overall temperature
of the gas sensor from being too high. Consequently, the
thermal electric effect can be reduced and the measurement
stability and accuracy of the gas sensor can be enhanced.

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

55

60

65

10

Embodiment 3: Property Test on Gas Sensor
Having Two Metal Oxide Layers

Please refer to FIG. 6, which shows a schematic diagram
of sensing time and resistance change while sensing ammo-
nia using a miniature gas sensor according to the present
invention having the first metal oxide layer 510 and the
second metal oxide layer 530. As shown in the figure, in the
first 100 seconds, the ambient concentration of ammonia is
50 ppb. In the next 500 seconds, the ambient concentration
of ammonia is increased three times. Each time, the ambient
concentration of ammonia is increased by 100 ppb. Observe
the current change in the miniature gas sensor having the
first metal oxide layer 510 and the second metal oxide layer
530. According to the figure, each time the ambient con-
centration of ammonia is increased, the current of the gas
sensor will rise rapidly to a stable value. The stable value is
maintained until the next increase of ambient concentration
of ammonia. The difference between the initial and final
current values can reach 0.000001 Amperes. It is apparent
that the sensing capability if the gas sensor is stable and its
sensing range is broad.

Please refer to FIG. 7, which shows a cross-sectional view
according to the third embodiment of the present invention.
As shown in the figure, the present invention provides a
substrate 10 and one or more dielectric layer 20. The
dielectric layer 20 is disposed on the substrate 10 and
includes a heating device 30 and two electrodes 40. Next, a
sensing layer 50 is disposed on the heating device 30 and
connected with the two electrodes 40. Besides, the sensing
layer 50 is formed by one or more first metal oxide layer
510. The thickness of the dielectric layer 20 is between 2000
and 25000 angstroms; the stress of the dielectric layer 20 is
between 1 MPa and 20 MPa.

The material of the sensing layer 50 can be tungsten
oxide, tin oxide, or zinc oxide. The material of tungsten
oxide can be tungsten trioxide (WO,); the material of tin
oxide can be tin dioxide (SnO,). The surface of the sensing
layer 50 is a rough surface 515 for increasing the contact
area for sensing gas and reaction efficiency. In addition, the
sensing layer 50 further includes a nanometer metal layer 60
disposed on the surface. The material of the nanometer metal
layer is selected from the group consisting of titanium, gold,
platinum, palladium, silver, and tantalum. The structure of
the above sensing layer 50 can be used for detecting the
concentration of ammonia. The rough surface 515 on the
first metal layer 510 of the sensing layer 50 and the structure
of nanometer metal layer 60 are used for enhancing the
efficiency for sensing ammonia.

The dielectric layer 20 is used for electrical isolation for
the multilayer structure of semiconductor and increasing the
sensing efficiency of the miniature gas sensor. The material
of the dielectric layer 20 is an insulator in most cases. When
an external electric field is applied, the electrons, ions, or
molecules therein will be polarized and thus increasing the
electrical capacity of the miniature gas sensor. Based on the
above property, the dielectric layer 20 provided by the
present invention can be further selected from the group
consisting of silicon nitride, silicon oxide, and silicon oxyni-
tride. Preferably, silicon nitride and silicon oxide are
adopted and silicon nitride is coated on silicon oxide.
Disposing the dielectric layer 20 on the substrate 10 avoids
the sensing layer 50 in the dielectric layer 20 from breakage.
Besides, the substrate 10 is a discontinuous structure. By
using the design, the dielectric layer 20 is disposed on the
substrate 10 with hollow portions and producing a heat
dissipating region 201 not contacting directly with the
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substrate 10. Thanks to the hollow structure, wrinkles or
nonuniform heating can be prevented. When the dielectric
layer 20 include two or more layers, the compressive and
tensile stress on the dielectric layer 20 can be balanced by
the dual-layer dielectric layer 20, making the residual stress
in the dual-layer dielectric layer 20 smaller than in a
single-layer dielectric layer 20.

To sum up, the present invention provides a miniature gas
sensor with high stability and the method for manufacturing
the same. By disposing a sensing layer with different mate-
rials on a semiconductor structure, various ambient gas can
be detected. The present invention discloses using lantha-
num carbonate to detect carbon dioxide and nanometer gold
to detect carbon monoxide. The gas sensor according to the
present invention adopts the semiconductor fabrication tech-
nology to shrink the volume of gas sensor, and solving the
problems of large size, high price, and difficulty in minia-
turization for current gas sensors, in particular, carbon-
dioxide gas sensors. By reducing the volume of gas sensors
effectively, the applicability will be broadened. In addition,
by using tungsten oxide, tin oxide, and zinc oxide as the
sensing material in the semiconductor gas sensor, ammonia
can be sensed. As evident in the embodiments, the sensitiv-
ity and accuracy of gas sensors can be improved effectively.

Accordingly, the present invention conforms to the legal
requirements owing to its novelty, nonobviousness, and
utility. However, the foregoing description is only embodi-
ments of the present invention, not used to limit the scope
and range of the present invention. Those equivalent
changes or modifications made according to the shape,
structure, feature, or spirit described in the claims of the
present invention are included in the appended claims of the
present invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A miniature gas sensor, comprising a substrate, a
dielectric layer, and a sensing layer, said dielectric layer
disposed on said substrate, a heating device and two elec-
trodes buried in said dielectric layer and electrically isolated
from each other, said sensing layer disposed on said heating
device and connected with said two electrodes, wherein said
sensing layer is formed by a first metal oxide layer and a
reaction layer, said reaction layer is disposed on said first
metal oxide layer and the surface of said reaction layer is a
rough surface to increase the contact area of said reaction
layer for sensing gas, part of said electrodes is extended
toward the top of said dielectric layer and supports said
sensing layer to separate said sensing layer from said
dielectric layer; wherein said first metal oxide layer is used
as a conductor for conducting electrons of said sensing layer.

2. The miniature gas sensor of claim 1, wherein said
heating device and said two electrodes are further disposed
on said dielectric layer.

3. The miniature gas sensor of claim 1, wherein said
substrate is a discontinuous structure such that said dielectric
layer is disposed on said substrate with hollow portions and
producing a heat dissipating region not contacting directly
with said substrate.

4. The miniature gas sensor of claim 1, wherein the
material of said reaction layer is selected from the group
consisting of lanthanum carbonate and nanometer gold.

5. The miniature gas sensor of claim 1, wherein the
material of said first metal oxide layer is selected from the
group consisting of tungsten oxide, zinc oxide, and tin oxide,
and the material of tungsten oxide is tungsten trioxide and
the material of tin oxide is tin dioxide.
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6. The miniature gas sensor of claim 1, wherein the
material of said heating device is selected from the group
consisting of titanium, gold, platinum, silver, and tantalum.

7. The miniature gas sensor of claim 1, wherein the
material of said dielectric layer is selected from the group
consisting of silicon nitride, silicon oxide, and silicon oxyni-
tride.

8. A miniature gas sensor, comprising a substrate, a
dielectric layer, and a sensing layer, said dielectric layer
disposed on said substrate, a heating device and two elec-
trodes buried in said dielectric layer and electrically isolated
from each other, said sensing layer disposed on said heating
device and connected with said two electrodes, and said
sensing layer is formed by a first metal oxide layer, a second
metal oxide layer and a reaction layer disposed on the
second metal oxide layer, wherein part of said electrodes is
extended toward the top of said dielectric layer and supports
said sensing layer to separate said sensing layer from said
dielectric layer, said first metal oxide layer is disposed on
said second metal oxide layer, and an interface layer is
sandwiched between said first metal oxide layer and said
second metal oxide layer to facilitate the conduction of
electrons to said electrodes at said second metal oxide layer;
the material of said first metal oxide layer and said second
metal oxide layer is selected from the group consisting of
zinc oxide, tungsten oxide, and tin oxide; and the material of
tungsten oxide is tungsten trioxide and the material of tin
oxide is tin dioxide.

9. The miniature gas sensor of claim 8, wherein the
surface of said first metal oxide layer is a rough surface.

10. The miniature gas sensor of claim 8, wherein said
heating device and said two electrodes are further disposed
on said dielectric layer.

11. The miniature gas sensor of claim 8, wherein said
substrate is a discontinuous structure such that said dielectric
layer is disposed on said substrate with hollow portions and
producing a heat dissipating region not contacting directly
with said substrate.

12. The miniature gas sensor of claim 8, wherein the
material of said heating device is selected from the group
consisting of titanium, gold, platinum, silver, and tantalum.

13. The miniature gas sensor of claim 8, wherein the
material of said dielectric layer is selected from the group
consisting of silicon nitride, silicon oxide, and silicon oxyni-
tride.

14. The miniature gas sensor of claim 8, wherein said first
metal oxide layer further includes a nanometer metal layer
on the surface of the first metal oxide layer.

15. The miniature gas sensor of claim 8, wherein said
interface layer is formed by thermal diffusion and phase
change in the tungsten oxide and tin oxide of said first metal
oxide layer and said second metal oxide layer.

16. A miniature gas sensor, comprising a substrate, two
dielectric layers, and a sensing layer, said dielectric layer
disposed on said substrate, a heating device and two elec-
trodes buried in said dielectric layer and electrically isolated
from each other, said sensing layer disposed on said heating
device and connected with said two electrodes, wherein said
sensing layer is formed by at least one metal oxide layer and
a reaction layer disposed on said at least one metal oxide
layer, the stress of said two dielectric layers are between 1
MPa and 20 MPa, the compressive and tensile stress on said
two dielectric layers are balanced by said two dielectric
layers, part of said electrodes is extended toward the top of
said dielectric layer and supports said sensing layer to
separate said sensing layer from said dielectric layer.
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17. The miniature gas sensor of claim 16, wherein the
material of said sensing layer is tin oxide or tungsten oxide,
and the material of tungsten oxide can be tungsten trioxide
and the material of tin oxide can be tin dioxide.

18. The miniature gas sensor of claim 16, wherein the
material of said dielectric layer is selected from the group
consisting of silicon nitride, silicon oxide, and silicon oxyni-
tride.

19. The miniature gas sensor of claim 16, wherein the
surface of said at least one metal oxide layer is a rough
surface.

20. The miniature gas sensor of claim 16, wherein said at
least one metal oxide layer further includes a nanometer
metal layer on the surface.

21. The miniature gas sensor of claim 20, wherein the
material of said nanometer metal layer is selected from the
group consisting of titanium, gold, platinum, silver, palla-
dium, and tantalum.

22. The miniature gas sensor of claim 16, wherein the
thickness of said dielectric layer is between 2000 and 25000
angstroms.
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